
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
We had an enjoyable time planning and performing The Nest. Students and 
staff were engaged throughout the programme. We have had lots of 
positive feedback. Thank you to Lucy once again for her leadership. 

Thank you to the Governing Council/Fundraising Committee for organizing 
a Mother’s Day table. I know staff and students enjoyed making purchases 
for family members. There are some exciting events planned for the future. 

Several staff attended the Berry Street training which focuses on how to 
identify and support students with trauma. Those staff will present at our 
next PFD. Our Pupil Free Day focusing on the MOVE programme was well 
received. Thanks to Karen and Rachel for facilitating. 

We are currently waiting for an indication of our funding for SSS. Once we 
know what that is we can look at our staffing for 2023. We are still unsure of 
any staff vacancies due to the declining enrolments. (a whole class exiting 
at the end of this year). I will work with Leadership, the Personnel Advisory 
Committee (PAC) and staff as information comes to hand. 

Last week I accompanied two parents to a Day Options programme at 
Morphett Vale. I have been working with families to ensure students have a 
smooth transition from school to a post-school option. 

Guide Dogs have recommenced supporting students at Kilparrin through 
MAC funding. This is the Ministerial Advisory Committee. Previously the 
school was paying for O&M however with the introduction of NDIS GD 
doubled their fees and we have been looking at a more sustainable model 
which they will now deliver. 

One of our teachers Desi Giotas has been representing the school at our 
Partnership Early Years Transition Planning days. We have invited the 
group to meet here next term and will do a site tour whilst they are here. 

Tim McLeod (Education Director-my boss) came last week for my 
performance development meeting and a site visit. Members of the LET 
Leadership Education Team which includes Tim will visit next term and 
spend some time doing classroom observations. This is a first and 
something Tim is very keen to do in his Partnership schools. 

We had a visit from a teacher from Suneden who was looking at our SACE/
Secondary programmes. Staff, including the Director of The Briars, also 
visited. All were very impressed with our facilities. 

I hope you all keep well and enjoy the upcoming holidays. 
Kind regards 
Cathy 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What a busy term this has been for Room One! 
We have been busy learning about letters, 
shapes, colours, and numbers while learning 
about our connection to community, family, and 
each other.  One fun thing we have been up to 
is exploring new possibilities for our weekly 
community access visit. Room One wanted to 
have a variety of excursions that involve nature 
play, sensory play, and gross motor play. Our 
first endeavour has been with the Koorana 
Kinder Gym on Friday mornings. Room One 
students ran, jumped, climbed, and balanced 
throughout the gym last week. It is a safe 
environment for Room One students to explore 
and challenge themselves.  Our active learners 
are finding success and fun with Kinder Gym 
and we cannot wait to visit again.  
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ROOM 1 Ariya, Lucas, 
Nathaniel, Senul, 
Sophie & Tomas



Lindsey, Desi, Lauren M, Emma P & Jade  

Wow what a busy term it has been! Room 2 
have really enjoyed the theme of “Chickens and 
Nests”. Students have explored their own nests 
and feathers, created chicken art pieces using 
paint, feathers and glitter, participated in The 
Nest performance, listened to a variety of 
chicken books with puppets to represent 
characters, cooked a variety of eggs including 
scrambled, poached and fried, and learnt about 
chicken lifecycles.  

This Term, Room 2 worked with Room 3 
creating individual Trust Trees and learning 
about people that can help us. Wellbeing and 
communication continue to be a focus of our 
daily curriculum with students using a variety of 
communication and assistive technology 
devices. Our favourite assistive technology 
devices this term have been TapIt and the 
switch-activated pouring cup. Students are also 
enjoying lots of changes of position and 
accessing a variety of equipment to support 
this. 

TERM 2 CLASSROOM NEWS 1 JULY 2022

ROOM 2 Hudson  S, 
Madeeha, Oliver 
Samuel & Tahliyah



Jess, Donna, Gill & Elisha 

Hi everyone! 
It was lovely to see all the students were happy 
and eager to come back to school after the 
holidays. This term we welcomed Sam back 
and gained a new class member Imeth. Both 
students were very happy to join us and worked 
well within our existing routines.  

We enjoyed sharing a variety of learning 
activities that centred around the books we 
read. Possum Magic saw us cooking some 
Tuna Mornay which all students tried and liked, 
we created our own possums with moving arms 
and legs, and we followed the possum’s 
adventures around Australia.  

Swimming is something all the students in 
Room 3 look forward to. They have shown great 
patience waiting for their turn to swim, listening 
skills by following their instructors’ instructions 
and they have all swam enthusiastically and 
with confidence.  

Week 5 was a musical highlight; everyone was 
delighted by the music and story ‘The Nest’. 
Room 3 made their own chicks for the nest by 
selecting colours to marble their chick and then 
gluing on the feathers. The students were 
excited that they were able to participate, 
playing their own instruments 

We are very proud of the work we have 
achieved and are looking forward to more great 
activities in Term 3. 

ROOM 3 Bjay, Imeth, Leo, 
Leon, Lola & Sam 

TERM 2 CLASSROOM NEWS 1 JULY 2022



Robyn, Nikki, Sue, Zoe, Elisha & Karly 
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We have had a busy and fun term in Room 4. 
Some highlights have been cooking muffins 
using the switch adapted pourer to tip the 
ingredients into the bowl, making boats and 
conducting a “float or sink” experiment, our 
gardening and art projects with Tanja and a 
shopping trip in week 6. The Nest was another 
special part of our term. We were so proud of 
Room 4 students and all the students in our 
school community for such a wonderful 
performance. Alyssa, a pre-service teacher 
from Flinders University joined us for her final 
teaching placement, from weeks 1 to 6. She 
contributed a variety of engaging and 
informative lessons and the students formed a 
lovely connection with her. The whole school 
joined Room 4 to wish Alyssa “Goodbye and 
Good luck” on Wednesday of Week 7. There 
were games and music playing to celebrate the 
occasion. 
Wishing everyone a happy and safe holiday 
break and see everyone in term 3.  
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ROOM 4 Allira, Georgia, 
Hudson G, Isaac, 
Tessa & Trinity



Martine, Tanja, Leanne, Steph, Jayne & Maya 

This term, Room 5 have put their work and 
attention on the following subjects: 

Literacy: Students used the word of the week 
to construct sentences using the most common 
order of a sentence (subject, verb and object).  
We also focused on predictive chart writing and 
paragraphs by linking sentences. 

Maths: Our focus has been measurement and 
time including seasons, months of the year and 
hours of the clock. 

Business and Innovation: We looked at 
Australian notes and compared the value of the 
notes to consumers by using different 
catalogues. 

HASS: Then and now – houses, electronics, 
food, clothes, washing machines, trains and 
dances. 

Cooking: We used puff pastry in different ways.  
Every Thursday we visited Coles to buy 
ingredients, incorporating community access 
and developing orientation and mobility skills. 

We were very lucky to have a visit from 
Bunnings this term, who supported us to plant 

herbs, dwarf fruit trees and succulents in the 
raised garden beds. 
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ROOM 5 Adam, Brooke,  
Felix, Logan,  
Shaun & Tom



Ronel, Tanja, Georgia, Amy 

Music For All Project : The Nest 

During Music lessons this term we have been 
focussing on our Music For All Project : The 
Nest.  In the first half of the term we had so 
much fun preparing for the project and in Week 
5 we had our Teaching Artists come and join us 
for the week. Through our learnings, we had 
become familiar with the story through looking 
at the pictures, reading and watching the Auslan 
interpreted version. We had fun using puppets 
to learn our Flying Song, and then learning the 
Auslan for it and for the song A Piece of Me.   

The project week was a big success. The 
musicians worked with us for the whole week 
doing workshops with Kilparrin and SASSVI. 
The idea of the Music For All Project is that as a 
group we create music together as equals and 
that everyone is able to take part. It was 
wonderful to see the staff get involved so much, 
supporting our Kilparrin students whenever 
possible. A highlight was how the musicians 
learnt about our different communication 
systems, collaborating with each and every 
student by helping them make choices in their 
compositions. This was only possible due to the 
way our staff support students with their 
communication on an everyday basis. Well 
done! 
We performed The Nest to Ascot Park Primary 
school on the Thursday of our project week and 
then on the Friday we were able to set the gym 
up as a stage, with lighting, screens and 
backdrops to perform for the public.  Thank you 
to all the families who came along to watch this 
very special occasion. Thanks also to 
Connecting the Dots in Music for enabling us to 
put on our second Music For All Project, and 
Cathy for the support to be able to make it 
happen. It was a special time after so much 
isolation in the world, to be able to come 
together with SASSVI and the community and 
put on a performance. We are so proud of our 
wonderful team of Kilparrin staff and students 
for getting involved in such an amazing project. 

For the rest of the term we have been building 
on the ideas we learnt during The Nest project 
week, creating another composition based on 
ideas of The Nest, to share with everyone at 
assembly in Week 10. Hope to see you all 
there! 
Lucy Standish 
Music Teacher 

MUSIC 
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The Nest 



This term in Art we have been learning through 
the theme of Habitats and Home. Students 
started off by exploring what home means to 
them and enjoyed learning about different types 
of homes around the world. Making our 
streetscape for the Nest performance was also 
a highlight. Students enjoyed experimenting 
with materials such as clay and natural items. 
We are now exploring Australian Animals and 
their habitats, through Indigenous stories and 
art.  

VISUAL & CREATIVE 
ARTS



Tanja Hasan-Warner 

In STEM this term, Rooms 1, 2 and 3 have 
been learning about movement. Each class 
undertook a vote for what kind of movement 
they would like to investigate. The students 
then chose what they wanted to explore, we 
investigated movement using various shaped 
balls, wheels and trains. We have been learning 
about positional language, which is the 
language we use every day when we talk about 
where something or someone is, e.g, over, 
under, beside, underneath.  
 
Thank you Room 1, 2 and 3!  
  

Desi  Giotas 

STEM 

SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY 

ENGINEERING MATHEMATICS



Earlier this term Kilparrin teachers hosted our 
first online Professional Development Day on 
‘Introduction to Vision Impairment for Students 
with Additional Disabilities’.  There were 30 
attendees on the day, including staff from 
regional sites in Pt Lincoln, Kangaroo Island, 
Tumby Bay, Riverland and Yorke Peninsula.    
Sharing information on Expanded Core 
Curriculum was a significant focus, along with 
mealtime management, learning through art 
and music, and information on Kilparrin 
Resource Centre and borrowing.  Feedback on 
the day was very positive, with staff gaining a 
better understanding of how students with 
vision impairment can be supported at 
preschool/school.   

We have received several new referrals for our 
statewide support this term, especially for 
children under 5.  It is so important to provide 
early intervention support to help families and 
caregivers understand their child’s vision/
hearing impairment and support them in 
developing play skills and all areas of 
development. 

We continue to welcome families to Playgroup 
on a Friday morning from 9.30 - 11.00. We 
understand the weather and Covid have made it 
difficult for families to attend. However, when 
children do come, they have fun exploring a 
range of exciting environments, develop play 
skills and play and try new things. Siblings and 
extended families are always welcome. Play 
based learning is a context for learning through 
which children organize and make sense of 
their social worlds, as they engage actively with 
people, and objects and have different 
experiences in a safe environment. 

Rachel Elliott and Lea Thorpe 

SSS		
STATEWIDE	SUPPORT	SERVICE	

PLAYGROUP



As we near the end of Term 2 we can see our 
children have had another busy term and I am 
looking forward to having an Assembly to end 
the term. 

A huge thank you to the Fundraising Committee 
along with the Governing Council for putting 
together a highly successful Mother’s Day Stall. 
The children navigated it very well and chose 
thoughtful presents for the special women in 
their lives. It was wonderful to watch the 
children smile at the choices they made. I would 
like to thank everyone for supporting this 
special event and I hope you enjoyed your gifts. 

I hope you all got to come along to the 
incredible performance of The Nest that the 
students, staff and Musicians presented. The 
smiles it brought to everyone's faces will make 
lifetime memories. 

I hope you all have an opportunity to relax and 
enjoy your break and we are looking forward to 
seeing you all return refreshed and ready for 
Term 3. 

Melissa Styles  
Governing Council Chairperson  

Thank you to RDA  
Kilparrin students have had the amazing 
opportunity to be a part of the Riding for the 
Disabled program for over 20 years. In the first 
instance Kilparrin at Hove attended Blackwood 
RDA and for the past number of years Kilparrin 
here at Parkholme has attended at Jennibrook 
Farm at Woodcroft. 
RDA was more than just a pony ride for the 
children as they were able to learn and develop 
a range of skills each week. Several Kilparrin 
SSOs and Teachers have been involved with 
the program. 
We would all like to thank everyone involved in 
the RDA program over so many years for 
supporting the Kilparrin students. 

An important area of focus for the Kilparrin 
learners during their RDA opportunities was 
Health and PE as part of the regular curriculum 
as well as the Expanded Core Curriculum. 
Lea Thorpe 

Self Determination 
• Important for children/young adults to believe 

in oneself, whilst understanding limitations on 
one’s own abilities. 

• Students learn from successes and failures to 
achieve one’s goals. 

• Self determination is the ability for people to 
control their lives, reach goals and feel good 
about themselves. 

As educators/instructors/volunteers at RDA it is 
important to challenge students and help them 
grow! 

It is their right to be different!!! It is their 
right to be successful! 

GOVERNING COUNCIL



AUSLAN DAY
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